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BlessedBenedictDaswa Pilgrimage Centre

BlessedTshimangadzo SamueBenedict Daswa

A Brief Introd uction

On 13 September 2015 an historic event took placethat village of Tshitanini, near
Thohoyandou in the province of Limpgm®outh Africa. This was the religious ceremony of
Beatification presided over byAngelo Cardinal Amatp who came from Rome as the
representative of Pope Francis. The purpose of théeyany was the official declaration by

the Catholic Church that one of its members from that area, Tshimangadzo Samuel Benedict
Daswa, a member of the small Lemba tribe living among the Vendas, would henceforth be
honoured as Martyr for theFaith with the title i Bl es s edo. Hi s feast wil
year onl February to commemorate his death on 2 February 1990 when he was just a few
months short of his 44birthday.

On the evening of thalay, Blessed Benediatas ambushebly a group of young meamear his

village as he was driving homeéle was therstoned and clubbed to deaffhese people

attaked Benedict becausafter he became a Catholic in 1963 at the age of seveieead

takena public, consistent and principletiand againswitchcraft, ritual killings and the use of

mutio r A me dénedictwassirondy opposed to this dark area of his cultbexause he

saw clearly that these traditional practices were against hisdailcaugd greatsuffering in

families and communitieg/hichincludedthe killing of innocent people. Marmpeopleadmired

Benedictfor his courageespecially as they knew him to be a real man of God, a devoted family

man, a dedicated principal of a primary school and an active member of itho ¢ a | headm:
council. He was also involved in guiding the young and in helping the poor.

But Benedictalso had enemies. Tigewere people who were angry at his open opposition to

the world of witchcraft, and who were also jealous of his popularttiysaeccess in lifeHis

enemies hadheir opportunity to get rid of him after lightning struck several houses in the
village in January 1990. Theygedthe headman to agree that they could ask each family to
contribute five Rand so thattheycouldgotoa o mi nent di viner to Asni
had sent the lightning. Benedict said publicly he would not contrthetsnoneysoa few days
laterhewas killed in a cruel and brutal manner.

The Catholic Church is appealingwto generous donors to Ipah the building of a suitable

Church and Brine in honour of Blessed Tshimangadzo Benedict Daswa at Tshitheiplace

wherehis Beatification took placeRilgrimswill thenbe able to come from far and near to pray

at his tomb and be inspirdyy the life and death of this Martyr for thaith, andthis brave

young South African hero. They wil |l be prouc
want to be like himby always standing up for what is righind keeping away from what is

evil. With the DeputyPresidenbf South Africa Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, we too promise

O0No More Ritual Ki Hluint g4 ! NMo Mdo ee WWit tc
NBl essedDaBwanemnayy for us. 0
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Blessed Benedict Daswa Pilgrimage Centre

A Shrine to Honour BlessedBenedictDaswa

Down through the ages people have erected statues and monuments and
memorials to keep alive the memory of distinguished individuals such as
religious, military and political leaders. They wanted to expressappieciation

and gratitude for the benefits received through these leaders. They also wanted
their stories to be told in order to inspire future generations. The Church has done
likewise to honour Christ himself and also her great saints and martyrs as our
heroes in the faith. We have the Church of the K&gulchran Jerusalem built

on the holy sites where Christ was crucified, buried and rose again for the
salvation of all people. In Rome there are the four great Churches called Basilicas,
to honour théBlessed Virgin Mary and the three apostles, Saint Peter, Saint Paul
and Saint John. Nearer home is the shrine at Namugongo in Uganda to remember
the twenty two martyrs, who in the 18¢

Since Benedict has now been ldeed a member of this great company of the
Churchdés saints and martyrs, It I's im
shrine be built and developed in his honour on the site where he was beatified.
People will come from near and far to visitthetmgrr 6 s t omb as we
nearby places associated with him. They will thank the Lord for the wonderful

gift to the church, to the country, to Africa and to the world of this very ordinary,
loving and humble young man, a man of great faith, couragensegtity. In his

speech after the Beatification, the Deputy President of South Africa, Mr. Cyril
Ramaphosa, gave expression to the sense of profound gratitude and pride in the
hearts of the 35,000 people present, and of the thousands more who were
following the event on national television and radio. He thanked Pope Francis,

Cardinal Angel o Amato and the Catholic
on one of our own, one of those who has come from this country, one who has
come from this region, fromths ar ea. We thank you dee

The building and development of the shrine will take place over a number of years.
The rate at which the work will go forward will depend on the numbers of pilgrims
coming to the place and on the funds available. Esi#oyt will be made to make

the buildings and surroundings simple and practical but also beautiful and with an
African flavour. This project will make big demands on the generosity of people

and be a test of the depth of their faith. People admired thgrricarhis generosity
towards the Church and recall how he
to be generous and contribute to the (
faith which the people great!l yoreehdmi r ed
faith developedo. We pray that t hroug
continue to go forward in faith in the work of building his shiand making him

more widely known, trusting in the generosity of people.
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Blessed Benedict Bswa Pilgrimage Centre
The Shrine as a Place of Pilgrimage

The fact that people came in such large numbers to the Beatification ceremony at such
rural and undeveloped site as Tshitanini, shows how popular Blessed Benedict has alreac
become. | thinkve can safely assume that as the years and decades go by, he will touct
the hearts of more and more people who will want to come to his shrine and visit his tomb.
These people and all who will contribute to the development of the shrine will want to
know what to expect at this holy place. It will be a place of pilgrimage for individuals and
organized groups from various parts of the country and also from outside South Africa. It
will be a place of prayer and worship of God, calling people to experiengpeatial way
Goddés | ove, mercy and forgiveness and e
The pilgrims will be helped by the celebration of the Eucharist and Confession as well as
by other spiritual exercises such as praying the rosary andttieir®jations of the Cross.

At times pilgrims will also have healing services and anointing of the sick.

The shrine will serve as a powerful symbol of the victory of good over evil and of light
over darkness in the life of Blessed Benedict Daswa. As egply quietly at his tomb

and think about his simple but heroic life, they will get new hope and courage for their
own faith journey from the exile of this world to our true homeland in heaven. They will
look to the martyr as a powerful intercessor witle Lord. Some will come heavily
burdened by problems and suffering and sickness in their own lives or in their families.
Others will be looking for meaning and direction in their lives, as well as employment
and success in their undertakings. There wilhi@ny who will want to pour out their
hearts in gratitude to Blessed Benedict for answering their prayers.

Very many no doubt will be pleading with Blessed Benedict Daswa for the same courage
and strength which he showed, in standing up bravely aghmgtractice of witchcratft,

muti and ritual murder. These are issues which affect every area of life including
community development and human rights. Hence people were very pleased by the
leadership shown by Deputy President, Cyril Ramaphosa, at thédiain ceremony.

He stressed very st r on-guntgandwvitehtraftddinétdefireu a
us as South Africans. In fact, they debase us. They make ds suima n 0 . He t h
on to make the passi onat eNoMoeWitahHuntsiNNo M
More Witchcraft!o At the same ceremony,
Gole Mushwa Mphaphuli, pointed to the martyr as a truemoted e | sayi ng,
Sshould teach alll of wus tlod fwp | Bevn & dhiec tr i
faitho and as fAa |ight to the nations?o.

Blessed Tshimangadzo Samuel Benedict Daswa is a martyr for the faith, an apostle o
|l i f e, Aone of uso, a true South Africar
more and morpeople as the years go by. In a special way Blessed Benedict will be close
to people at his shrine at Tshitanini, inspiring the pilgrims by his-fdiéa life and by
answering their prayers.
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BlessedBenedictDaswa Pilgrimage Centre

AnCernet0 Buwi | di ng

In order to establish a presence on Tiséitaninisite the first building to be
erected on the proper sy wWillelaske rstedfeerfi
TSD Dwg 004 Centre Buildings Plan, and TSD Dwg QORroposed Site
Development Plarfor these buildingsThesewill provide an office to handle all

Pilgrim matterswith facilities toenablethe Pilgrimage Sitéo functionproperly.

As part of this building progranimited accommodation for resident staifll

be provided

The Centre buildingwill be suitably located close to the entramé¢he sitein
orderto provide for the following:

1 An office with an adjacent reception room used to welcome pilgrims and
provide for registration

T A i mu s e uwhere peopteman focus on the life, example and work
of Blessed Benedict through displays of artifacts, photos, video features
and various memorabilia. These items will also be for sale. A limited
supply of refreshnms will also be made available

1 A meeting or Seminar facility for 50 people is planned. This room will
adjoin the fAmuseumo r loetweenithentdallow mo v
for larger numbers on occasiorhis Meeting or Seminar room will have
two side walls that can be opened Tipgdaher with the museum roort,
will in fact, bethetemporaryf Chur ch o t hat will serv
Church and Shrine on the hillside are finally buiithen there are larger
groups for Mass and other religious functions a@tiiacent areavhich will
bepaved or grassedan alsde used

1 A small flat with two bedrooms and appropriate living areas will be
included to allow foone or two priest® be permanently resident on site.

1 Toilet facilities suitable for a building of this size will peovided.

The Entrance walling, gates, roadway, kerbing and paved parking areas should
ideally be constructed at the same time aséftentre Building.

TSD Doc 014



DIOCESE of TZANEEN

31 Draai Road/PO Box 261
TZANEEN 0850
LIMPOPO PROVINCE
SOUTH AFRICA

% & /é TEL: (015) 307 5244
{ 2 FAX: (015) 307 3078

Lot
—ZRmas Naop an FXCITS

R tzndioc@mweb.co.za
bishopioao@mweb.co.za

Blessed Daswa Pilgrimage Centre
Funding for the Project

The estimated cost of the Centre Buildings
is expected to be in the order of

R3 199 005

The members of the Catholic Church are renowned for their generosity in supporting the many works
of the Church but especially those for a good cause. The Church has had a remarkable history of
providing a broad range of facilities in all parts of the globe, predominantly with funding from its own
resources, for the help and comfort of all people without distinction.

The Church in the Diocese of Tzaneen has played its part in this munificent provision of charitable and
practical works in the Province of Limpopo where it is located. The Church has over the years
provided an enormous financial commitment towards the uplifting of the people in the areas where it is
at work. The Catholic Church in the Tzaneen Diocese can and does make things happen.

We are making the Cause of Blessed Benedict Daswa well known right around the country and also in
many other parts of the world. Throughout history there have been wealthy people who have become
“Patrons” of projects of their choice and have funded these to a large extent. We have a number of
such patrons in our country and have been supported by many patrons from other countries. We are
confident that funding will be forthcoming in generous measure for this project from all of these
sources. Since the Beatification of Blessed Benedict Daswa on 13 September 2015, the Diocese of
Tzaneen now needs to develop the place of pilgrimage at Tshitanini in Thohoyandou Parish as a place
of prayer and healing for all people.

Without you, dear donor, this project cannot happen. We are relying on your generous support.

TN
Bishop Joao Noe '@ igues 4th April 2016

Diocese of Tzaneen
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BlessedBenedictDaswa Pilgrimage Centre
at

Tshitanini

BANK DETAILS FOR DONATIONS

Account Name; Diocese of Tzaneen:
Project Daswa

Account number: 33 09 06 313

Bank: The Standard Bank of
South Africa

Type: Current account
Branch code: 052 749

Swift code; SBZAZAJJ
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Ref. - | TSD BoQ 004-Centre Buildings | Original:-|17 April 2015
i 5 Last Updated:-|18 April 2016
Blessed Daswa Pilgrimage Centre
4, Proposed CENTRE BUILDINGS on TSHITANINI Slte
Provisional Estimate only - Bill of Quantities
Item Description Unit | Quantity Rate Amount Total
| 4 |centre Bﬂildingg L. |l
4.1|Clear site and earthworks m? | 440 |  150.00] 66000.00]
4.2|Foundations m 400 400.00 160 000.00 -
4.3|Surface beds m? 300 380.00 114 000.00| -
44 Super structure B m? 500 600.00 300 000.00
4.5|Doors ' no | 15 4000.00  60000.00 )
| 4.6|Windows no 29 3500.00/  101500.00
~ 4.7|Shop fronts m? 16 | 320000 5120000
| 4.8|Ceilings m? 320 270.00 86 400.00
4.9|Roof structure m? | 390 45000  175500.00
| 4.10|Roof covering m? 400 300.00 120 000.00
| 4.11|Floor tiling - m? 270 280.00 75 600.00
4.12|Wall tiling ) m?> | 150 250.00|  37500.00
4.13|Plumbing fittings no 11 8500.000  93500.00
4.14{Joinery fittings ltem 1.5 50 000.00 75 000.00f B
4.15Electrical installation m | 320 1 500.00| 160 000.00
4.16|Apron ' “m? 70 290.00]  20300.00 ]
4.17|Paved walkways m? 50 300.00 15 000.00
| 4.18|Sundries i ltem 1 20 000.00 20 000.00 )
4.19|Air conditioning no 0 | 15000.00 0.00
| _4.20(Staircase to upstairs no 0 35 000.00 0.00
4.21|Septic tank and rainwater collectlon no A 50 000.00 50 000.00
| 4.22|Provide for furniture ltem | 1 | 100000.00]  100000.00
- Total for Centre Building:- 1881 500.00
Additional Costs to be Allowed for;
1 |Preliminaries _ Allowed at 10.00 |% ) 188 150.00
2 @ntmgencues i Allowedat | 7.50 [% 155 223.75
3 |Escalation Aliowed per month at 0.60 |%
foraperiodof-| 24 | Months 320 381.82
o 2 545 255.57
4 |Professional Fees Allowed at 10.00 |% 254 525.56
Estimated Disbursements 0.25 |% |  6363.14 260 888.70
(Architect, QS, Civil, Structural & Electrical Engineers) o 2 806 144.27
5 |value Added Tax Currently at:- 14 % 392 860.20
! ESTIMATED COST for the "Centre Building":-| R 3 199 004.46
] | |
Notes, ‘ |
1 [The measurements and areas allowed for have been based on the prellmlnary drawings.
2 .The Item values and Prime sums allowed for in these estimate have not been investigated in detail but
on reasonable assumptions for the work and costs envisaged. | ]
3 |Therates entered are current for the area at the date the estimation was made. Escalation has been
'allowed for as shown above. The Escalation rate could vary significantly| |
4

|The cost of Escalation will also depend on the rate that we are able to progress with the works which

in turn depends on the level of donor support.

|

T

|




BlessedBenedictDaswa Pilgrimage Centre
List of Professionals
for the

Development on the Tshitanini Site for Blessed Daswa

Town Planner
: Pieterse, Du Toit & Associat¢Pty) Ltd

Town and RegiondPlanners
Concillium Building, 118 General Beyers Street, Welgelegen, POLOKWANE, 0699
P.O. Box 11306, BENDOR PARK, 0713
Contact Person: Jaco du PlesBiR. PLN (A/178/2010)
Email: jaco@profplannes.co.za
Tel: (+27) 15 297 4970/1 Cell: (+27) 82853 9070
Fax: (+27) 13297 4584

Architect
Osglo Architects Company Regitration No: 2006/228010/23
25, Erasmus Street, Makhado

( Hl P.O. Box 1210, Makhado, 0920
Contact persorChristian Mocke Registration Number SACAP 7187

Email: chrism@osqlo.co.za
OSGLO Tel: (+27) 15 516 5155 Cell: (+27) 83 600515

Quantity Surveyor
Quanti- Serv cc Company Ragistration No: 2006/14996/23
91 Buffell Street, Makhado

Ouantj P.O.Box 1465. Makhado 0920
Contact person: M.J.Beukes

Email: gserv@telkomsa.net
Tel: (+27) 15 516 2355 Cell- (+27) 82 893 5164

€IV cc

Other Professionals
Other Rofessionals viz. Civil, Structal and Electrical will bappointedonly when the
works go ahead.

Project Manager for the Diocese
Ivor Bailey- Pr Eng Registration Number690605
Unit 358, Waterfall Hills, 2 Waterfall Lane, Sunninghill, 2191
Unit 358, Private Bag X05, Sunninghill, 2157
Email: ivor.bailey358@gmail.com
Tel: (+27) 10 591 4664 Cell: (+27) 82 900 3209

TSD Doc 011
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Blessed Benedict Daswa Pilgrimage Centre

Witchcraft and Ritual Killings

The importance and positive impact of the
Blessed Tshimangadzo Samuel Benedict Daswa Shrine
for the people of Limpopo and in particular
for the Vhembe Region

INTRODUCTION

The issue of ritual kilings and witchcraft has existed within our various
communities for centuries and is creatinggchallenge for both the government

and the communities to eradicate this scourge. According to the Ralushai
Commi ssion of I nquiry, o6 the period 198
and ritual kil lings related crimes to

Witchcraft and ritual killings practices are continuidgspite calls coupled with
campaignsmade by various stakeholders and concerned community structures.
The whole situation is exacerbated by community members trying to take the law
into theirown hand by tra&ing and destroying life and properties of people
suspected of prasing witchcraftand those suspected of being engaged in ritual
killing.

These tendencies lead to a chaotic situation in which both state and private
properties are senselesslgstroyed, leaving the community members shocked,
terrified andhelplessas well as horrified by this senseless destruction of life and
property. Some of the suspected witches are usually chased out of theirdraimes

In most casess police are unable to deal with these situations effects@iye

of them end up being held at various police stations.

During the period from 1985 to 1996 great numbers of people were arrested for
assault and arspas well as murder. According tcetRalushai Commissionmost

of these cases were the result of contravening section 1(a) of the Suppression of
Witchcraft Act 3 of 1957, which includes pointing out a person as a witch.

11



ESTABLISHMENT OF BLESSED BENEDICT DASWA
SHRINE AND PILGRIMAGE CENTRE

TheRalushai CommissionandThe Limpopo Summit on Ritual Killings both
unequivocally indicated that appropriate educational programs and other
mitigating measures must be put in place to combat criminal acts related to
witchcraft and ritual killings. The establishment of the Shrine at Tshitanini is a
good example ofthEhur chés endeavour to combat

It is our belief as a church thatlthough we must respect the different cultural
practices within the various communities, we must be on the same wavelength in
fighting all cultural practices that desy life, as these are against the teaching of the
Message of Christ.

The Catholic Church considers that any negative culture that destroys life is
unacceptableand as such wants to play a part in getting these practices rooted
out, as these beliefs anéno benefit to humanity and render all of us vulnerable.
(It must also be mentioned that during the preparation for the Beatification,
Tshifudi which is less than 30 km from Tshitanini, was characterised by serious
unrestresulting in a number of propées belonging to people who were
suspected of ritual killing being destroyed.)

The Blessed Benedict Daswa Pilgrimaggntre will be our response to the call

of playing a meaningful role in the fight against these unhealthy practices. The
Centre will be aeacon of hope, providing the community witlplacewhere
people caine educated and learn the importance of the preservation. dif \wié
alsoprovide an importan€entre for worshipas well as healingboth spiritual

and physical.

The prevailingpoverty, coupled with undedevelopment and lack of appropriate
education creates a fertile ground fohdse destructive beliefs. Thisedire
established in an isolated rural area of Tshitamii help to combat the scourge
of ritual killings and withcratft.

In conclusionit must also be indicated that tlfentre is going to attract people
from the different parts of South Africas well as people frorthe Southern
African Sates. This is shown by a number of people who currently want to visit
Nweli for prayer and worship where the remains of Blessed Tshimangadzo Samuel
Benedict Daswa are currently laid awaiting transfer to the Shrine. Pilgrims in
growing numbers will also contribute to providing some of the nmesded
economic spiroff for thewhole of VhembdRegion in particular for Tshitanini.

Gabriel Malaka 21 October 2015
TSD Doc 012
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